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INI i-r^NATIONAL PRELIMINARY 
EXAMINATION REPORT 



International application No. PCT/GB99/01 565 



I. Basis of the report 

1 This report has been drawn on the basis of (substitute sheets which have been furnished to the receiving Office in 
response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this report as "onginaily filed" and are not annexed to 
the report since they do not contain amendments (Rules 70. 16 and 70. 17).): 
Description, pages: 

■J _20 as originally filed 

Claims, No.: 

1 -37 as originally filed 

Drawings, sheets: 

1/6-6/6 as originally filed 



2 With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the 
* language in which the intemationa! application was filed, unless othenwise indicated under this item. 

These elements were available or fumished to this Authority in the following language: . which is: 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of the international search (under Rule 23.1 (b)). 

□ the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

□ the language of a translation fumished for the purposes of intemational preliminary examination (under Rule 
55.2 and/or 55.3). 

3. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the intemational application, the 
international preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

□ contained in the intemational application in written form. 

□ filed together with the international application in computer readable fomn. 

□ fumished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

□ fumished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

□ The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in 
the intemational application as filed has been furnished. 

□ The statement that the infonnation recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence 
listing has been furnished. 

4. The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages: 

□ the claims, Nos.: 
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□ the drawings, sheets: 

5. □ This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been 
considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed (Rule 70.2(c)): 

(Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to tfiis 
report.) 



6. Additional observations, if necessary: 



111. Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 

The questions whether the claimed invention appears to be novel, to involve an inventive step (to be non-obvious), 
or to be industrially applicable have not been examined in respect of: 

□ the entire intemational application. 

S claims Nos. 2-17,20,22-30,33,34,36,37. 
because: 

□ the said intemational application, or the said claims Nos. relate to the following subject matter which does 
not require an international preliminary examination {specify): 

El the description, claims or drawings {indicate particular elements belov\/j or said claims Nos. 
1,18,19,21,31 ,32,35 are so unclear that no meaningful opinion could be formed {specify): 
see separate sheet 

□ the claims, or said claims Nos. are so inadequately supported by the description that no meaningful opinion 
could be formed. 

□ no intemational search report has been established for the said claims Nos. . 

2 A meaningful intemational preliminary examination report cannot be carried out due to the failure of the nucleotide 
and/or amino acid sequence listing to comply with the standard provided for in Annex C of the Administrative 
Instructions: 

□ the written form has not been furnished or does not comply with the standard. 

□ the computer readable form has not been furnished or does not comply with the standard. 

V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1. Statement 

Novelty (N) Yes: Claims 
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No: 



Claims 



Inventive step (IS) 



Yes 
No: 



Claims 
Claims 



1, 18, 19, 21, 31, 32, 35 



Industrial applicability (!A) 



Yes 
No: 



Claims 
Claims 



1-37 



2- Citations and explanations 
see separate sheet 

VII. Certain defects in the international application 

The following defects in the form or contents of the international application have been noted: 
see separate sheet 
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1 The application does not meet the requirements of Article 6 PCT, because the 
claims are not clear: 

1.1 The various definitions of the invention given in independent claims 1,18 and 19 
of overlapping scope referring to a lining and in independent method claims 21, 
31 , 32 and 35 of overlapping scope are such that the claims as a whole are not 
clear and concise, so that Article 6 PCT is not met. For example according to 
independent claim 18 the securing means should comprise a headed fastener, 
which feature does not appear in any other independent claim for a lining. The 
independent claim 19 however contains features contrary to the other 
independent claims 1 and 18, namely securing means which is attached to a 
shank. According to independent method claim 31 the method should comprise a 
headed fastener, which feature does not appear in any other independent method 
claim. According to claim 32 a protective element is retained between securing 
means, whereas according to the subject matter of independent claim 21 the 
element is secured to the face of insulating material and claim 35 differs from the 
other claims in improving the thermal resistance of an existing furnace. These 
explained differences are only examples and do not contain all differences 
existing in the independant claims. Therefore it is impossible to define the matter 
for which protection is sought and consequently the claims should be recast to 
include only the minimum necessary number of independent claims in any one 
category, with dependent claims as appropriate. 

1.2 In the present case it is considered appropriate to use only one independent-claim 
in any category. 

1 .3 If the applicant is going to draft amended claims differing substantially from the 
suggestion above, he should have to put forward reasons why he feels it 
necessary to have more than one independent claim in any category and why 
these independent claims relate to one definition of the invention or to a group of 
inventions so linked as to form general inventive concept. 

1 .4 It also is impossible at present to carry out a meaningful examination for the 
dependant claims, because it is not clear to which invention they refer. 
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1 .5 Claims 20, 34 and 37 contain a reference to the description or drawings. 
According to Rule Rule 6.2 a) PCT such a claim is allowable only where the 
reference is absolutely necessary (e. g. the invention can be only described in 
form of a chemical formula). Such is, however, not the case here. The claims 20, 
34 and 37 should thus either be reformulated or deleted. 

2 Notwithstanding that in view of the objection above it is not possible to define the 
inventive concept of application at issue and that it is therefore at present not 
practicable to carry out a full examination, we give the following preliminary 
comments: 

2.1 The following document/s (D) is/are referred to in this examination report; the 
numbering will be adhered to in the rest of the examination report: 

D1: EP-A-0 695 923 (FRATELLI FICOLA Dl SCIPIONE SRL) 7 February 1996 
(1996-02-07) 

D2: US-A-5 438 813 (J. A. WADE) 8 August 1995 (1995-08-08) 

2.2 It seems that the subject matter of present independent claims does not meet the 
requirements of Rule 33.1 a), b). c) PCT because the subject matter of 
independent claims does not involve an inventive step in view of an obvious 
combination of prior art documents D1 and D2. 

3 The independent claims should be filed taking account of Rule 6.3 b) i),-ii)-PGT.- 

3.1 The description must be brought into conformity with the new claims filed; care 
should be taken during revision, especially of the introductory portion including 
any statements of problem or advantage, not to add subject-matter which extends 
beyond the content of the application as originally filed. 

3.2 To meet the requirements of Rule 5.1 a) i) - vi) PCT, the documents Dl and 02 
should be identified in the description and the relevant background art disclosed 
therein should be briefly discussed. 

4 The subject-matter of the present application can be used e. g. in furnaces into 
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which articles are placed for heat treatment. 



Form PCT/Separate Sheet/409 (Sheet 3) (EPO- April 1997) 





ATENT COOPERATION TRSKfFY '- 

IrEC'D IV NOV 2000 



[XMIPO PCI 

INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 

(PCT Article 36 and Rule 70) 



Applicant's or agent's file reference 





International application No. International filing date iday/month/year) 

PCT/GB99/01565 17/05/1999 ^^^^ 



Priority date (day/month/year) 
24/07/1998 



International Patent Classification (IPC) or national classification and IPC 
F27D1/14 



Applicant 



T.F.W. DIXON & SON LIMITE D et al. 

1 . This international preliminary examination report has been prepared by this International Preliminary Examining Authority 
and is transmitted to the applicant according to Article 36. 

2. This REPORT consists of a total of 7 sheets, including this cover sheet. 

□ This report is also accompanied by ANNEXES, I.e. sheets of the description, claims and/or drawings which have 
been amended and are the basis for this report and/or sheets containing rectifications made before this Authority 
(see Rule 70.16 and Section 607 of the Administrative Instructions under the PCT). 
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EXAMINATION REPORT international application No. PCT/C3B99/U1 bbt3 

I. Basis of the report 

1 This report has been drawn on the basis of (substitute sheets which have been furnished to the '^^f'^^^^^^^^ 
rZponse to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this report as "onginafly filed' and are not annexed to 
the report since they do not contain amendments (Rules 70. 16 and 70,17).): 
Description, pages: 

1 .20 as originally filed 

Claims, No.: 

1 .37 as originally filed 

Drawings, sheets: 

1/6-6/6 as originally filed 



2 With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or f umished to this Authority in the 
■ language in which the international application was filed, unless othenwise indicated under this item. 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language: . which is: 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of the international search (under Rule 23.1 (b)). 

□ the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of intemational preliminary examination (under Rule 
55.2 and/or 55.3). 

3 With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the intemational application, the 
' intemational preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

□ contained in the intemational application in written fomn. 

□ filed together with the intemational application in computer readable form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in written fomn. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

□ The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in 
the intemational application as filed has been furnished. 

□ The statement that the information recorded in computer readable fomn is identical to the written sequence 
listing has been fumlshed. 

4. The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description. pages: 

□ the claims, Nos.: 
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□ the drawings, sheets: 

5. □ This report has been established as if (some of) the annendments had not been made, since they have been 

considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed (Rule 70.2(c)): 

(Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this 
report.) 

6. Additional observations, if necessary: 



Ml. Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 

The questions whether the claimed invention appears to be novel, to involve an inventive step (to be non-obvious), 
or to be industrially applicable have not been examined in respect of: 

□ the entire international application. 

H claims Nos. 2-17,20,22-30,33,34,36,37. 
because: 

□ the said international application, or the said claims Nos. relate to the following subject matter which does 
not require an intemational preliminary examination {specify): 

IS the description, claims or drawings {indicate particular elements belo\A/^ or said claims Nos. 
1,18,19,21,31,32,35 are so unclear that no meaningful opinion could be formed {specify): 
see separate sheet 

□ the claims, or said claims Nos. are so inadequately supported by the description that no meaningful opinion 
could be fomied. 



□ no t 



intemational search report has been established for the said claims Nos. 



2 A meaningful intemational preliminary examination report cannot be carried out due to the |f "^^^^^.^^^^^ ""^'f ^'^^ 
an^or amino acid sequence listing to comply with the standard provided for in Annex C of the Administrative 
Instructions: 

□ the written form has not been fumished or does not comply with the standard. 

□ the computer readable form has not been fumished or does not comply with the standard. 

V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1. Statement 

Novelty (N) Yes: Claims 
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Inventive step (IS) 



No: Claims 
Yes: Claims 

No: Claims 1 . 1 8, 1 9. 21 , 31 , 32, 35 



Industrial applicability (I A) Yes: Claims 1-37 

No: Claims 



2. Citations and explanations 
see separate sheet 



VII. Certain detects in the international application 

The following defects in the form or contents of the international application have been noted: 
see separate sheet 
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1 The application does not meet the requirements of Article 6 PCT, because the 
claims are not clear: 

1 . 1 The various definitions of the invention given in independent claims 1,18 and 1 9 
of overlapping scope referring to a lining and in independent method claims 21, 
31, 32 and 35 of overlapping scope are such that the claims as a whole are not 
clear and concise, so that Article 6 PCT is not met. For example according to 
independent claim 18 the securing means should comprise a headed fastener, 
which feature does not appear in any other independent claim for a lining. The 
independent claim 19 however contains features contrary to the other 
independent claims 1 and 18, namely securing means which is attached to a 
shank. According to independent method claim 31 the method should comprise a 
headed fastener, which feature does not appear in any other independent method 
claim. According to claim 32 a protective element is retained between securing 
means, whereas according to the subject matter of independent claim 21 the 
element is secured to the face of insulating material and claim 35 differs from the 
other claims in improving the thermal resistance of an existing furnace. These 
explained differences are only examples and do not contain all differences 
existing in the independant claims. Therefore It is Impossible to define the matter 
for which protection is sought and consequently the claims should be recast to 
include only the minimum necessary number of independent claims in any one 
category, with dependent claims as appropriate. 

1 .2 In the present case it is considered appropriate to use only one independent claim 
in any category. 

1 .3 If the applicant is going to draft amended claims differing substantially from the 
suggestion above, he should have to put forward reasons why he feels it 
necessary to have more than one independent claim in any category and why 
these independent claims relate to one definition of the invention or to a group of 
inventions so linked as to form general inventive concept. 

1 .4 It also is impossible at present to carry out a meaningful examination for the 
dependant claims, because it is not clear to which invention they refer. 
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1 .5 Claims 20. 34 and 37 contain a reference to the description or drawings. 
According to Rule Rule 6.2 a) PCT such a claim is allowable only where the 
reference is absolutely necessary (e. g. the invention can be only described in 
form of a chemical formula). Such is, however, not the case here. The claims 20, 
34 and 37 should thus either be reformulated or deleted. 

2 Notwithstanding that in view of the objection above it is not possible to define the 
inventive concept of application at issue and that it is therefore at present not 
practicable to carry out a full examination, we give the following preliminary 
comments: 

2.1 The following document/s (D) is/are referred to in this examination report; the 
numbering will be adhered to in the rest of the examination report: 

D1: EP-A-0 695 923 (FRATELLI FICOLA Dl SCIPIONE SRL) 7 February 1996 
(1996-02-07) 

D2: US-A-5 438 813 (J.A.WADE) 8 August 1995 (1995-08-08) 

2.2 It seems that the subject matter of present independent claims does not meet the 
requirements of Rule 33.1 a), b), c) PCT because the subject matter of 
independent claims does not involve an inventive step in view of an obvious 
combination of prior art documents D1 and D2. 

3 The independent claims should be filed taking account of Rule 6.3 b) i), ii) PCT. 

3. 1 The description must be brought into conformity with the new claims filed; care 
should be taken during revision, especially of the introductory portion including 
any statements of problem or advantage, not to add subject-matter which extends 
beyond the content of the application as originally filed. 

3.2 To meet the requirements of Rule 5.1 a) i) - vi) PCT, the documents Dl and D2 
should be identified in the description and the relevant background art disclosed 
therein should be briefly discussed. 

4 The subject-matter of the present application can be used e. g. in furnaces into 
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